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S.N 

0 

Theory/Termin 

ologies 

Brief Statement 

1 

Divine Right 
of Kings 

The authority of a monarch to rule a realm by virtue of birth. 

The concept of the divine right of kings, as postulated by the patriarchal theory of gove 
mment, was based upon the laws of God and nature. The king's power to rule was deriv 
ed from his ancestors who, as monarchs, were appointed to serve by God. Regardless o 
f mis¬ 
conduct, a king or his heir could not be forced to forfeit the right to the obedience of su 
bjects or the right to succeed to the throne. This concept was formulated to dispel any p 
ossibility of papal and ecclesiastical claims to supremacy in secular as well as spiritual 
matters. 

2 

Social 

contract 

Social contract, in political philosophy, an actual or hypothetical compact, or 
agreement, between the ruled and their rulers, defining the rights and duties of each. In 
primeval times, according to the theory, individuals were born into an anarchic state of 
nature, which was happy or unhappy according to the particular version. They then, bv 
exercising natural reason, formed a society (and a government) by means of a contract 
among themselves. 

Although similar ideas can be traced to the Greek Sophists, social-contract theories had 
their greatest currency in the 17th and 18th centuries and are associated with such 
philosophers as the Englishmen Thomas Hobbes and John Locke and the 
Frenchman Jean-Jacques Rousseau. What distinguished these theories of political 
obligation from other doctrines of the period was their attempt to justify and delimit 
political authority on the grounds of individual self-interest and rational consent. By 
comparing the advantages of organized government with the disadvantages of the state 
of nature, they showed why and under what conditions government is useful and ought 
therefore to be accepted by all reasonable people as a voluntary obligation. These 
conclusions were then reduced to the form of a social contract, from which it was 
supposed that all the essential rights and duties of citizens could be logically deduced. 

Theories of the social contract differed according to their purpose: some were designed 
to justify the power of the sovereign, while others were intended to safeguard the 
individual from oppression by a sovereign who was all too powerful 

3 

Force Theory 

This theory proposes that the origin of state is developed through the use of force. 
One person or a small group of people claim control over the population in a specific 
area by force. 

4 

realism 

1: concern for fact or reality and rejection of the impractical and visionary 

2a: a doctrine that universals exist outside the mind specifically : the conception that 
an abstract term names an independent and unitary reality 

b: a theory that objects of sense perception or cognition exist independently of the 
mind— compare NOMINALISM 
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3: the theory or practice of fidelity in art and literature to nature or to real life and to 
accurate representation without idealization 


idealism 


la: the practice of forming ideals or living under their influence 
b: something that is idealized 

2a(l): a theory that ultimate reality lies in a realm transcending phenomena 
(2): a theory that the essential nature of reality lies in consciousness or reason 
b(l): a theory that only the perceptible is real 
(2): a theory that only mental states or entities are knowable 

3: literary or artistic theory or practice that affirms the preeminent value of 
imagination as compared with faithful copying of nature 


Matriarchal 

Theory. 


Mclennan, Morgan and Jenks are the notable exponents of matriarchal theory. 
The matriarchal system was prior to the patriarchal system and tribe. There was no 
permanent institution of marriage. A woman had more than one husband and because 
of the uncertainty of male parentage kinship was reckoned through woman that is from 
mother to daughters. 


In the place of a family consisting of a man his wife and children there was a 
large and loosely connected group called a horde or pack organized for matrimonial 
purposes. 


The matriarchal family developed as indicated below. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

Criticism 


First there was a tribe and it was the oldest and primary social group. 
In course of time a tribe breaks into clans. 

Clans in their turn give place to households. 

At last comes the modern family. 


The matriarchal theory is more sociological than political. It seeks to explain 
the origin of family and not that of the state. 


There is no adequate proof in support of the matriarchal system as the universal 
and necessary beginning of society. 
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6 

Patriarchal 

Theory 

The Patriarchal theory explains that the state originated from the patriarchal 
family or the family in which the pater or father was the head. 

State is an enlargement of the family. Originally the family consisted of a man, 
his wife and children. The father was the head of the family and his control and 
authority was complete in all respects over all its members. When his children married 
there was expansion in the original family and it led to the establishment of new 
families. But the authority of the father and head of the original family remained as 
before, and it was duly acknowledged by all his descendants. This constituted the 
patriarchal family. The chief exponent of the patriarchal theory is Sir Henry Maine. 

The following important points may be noted in Maine's Patriarchal theory. 

1. In the Patriarchal family the element of paternity was the chief fact. 

2. Descent was traced not only through males and from the same ancestor. 
None of the descendants of a female was included in the primitive notion 
of family relationship. Kinship was accordingly, purely negative. 

3. Permanent marriage was the rule whether monogamy or polygamy 

The Head of the family was the basis of all authority, and his power was 
unqualified over his children and their houses and other relations of all 
descendants, howsoever numerous. 

5. He controlled not only the business affairs of the group which he headed 

but its religion and its conduct. 

The family was the primal unit of political society, 'the seed led of all larger 
growths of governments, 'as Woodrow Wilson calls it. The single family had 
developed into several families; yet all of them were fully conscious of their ultimate 
kinship. Bound together by ties of common ancestors, they associated in a wider 
common fellowship group, the gens, owing allegiance to some elected elder - perhaps 
the oldest living ascendant or the most capable. Similarly, the gens broadened into the 
tribe. The pastoral pursuits gave way to agriculture and settled life on a definite land 
became a matter of necessity; land tribes united to form the state. 
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In support of his statement, Sir Henry Maine cited the patriarchs of the old 
testament 'families' and 'brotherhood' of Athens, the patriapotestos in Rome and the 
Hindu Joint family system in India. 


Criticism 


Modern theories show that the patriarchal family was not universal, the 
patriarchal theory was subjected to severe attacks. 


Patriarchal and matriarchal theories are in essence sociological rather than 
political theories. 


Stephen Leacock says nonetheless, both the theories sufficiently establish that 
family is the original link in the evolution of the state. 

Both these theories do not satisfactorily explain the origin of the state. Matriarchal and 
patriarchal could have been prevalent in certain early societies. But it is wrong to 
assume that the creation of state was occasioned by these systems. There was not 
substantial proof to support the universal validity of these theories. 


7 

Neo¬ 

liberalism 

Neoliberalism is a term for different social and economic ideas. ... 
Neoliberalism is characterized by free market trade, deregulation of financial markets, 
mercantilism and the shift away from state welfare provision. 

8 

Liberalism 

Liberalism is a belief in gradual social progress by changing laws, rather than 
by revolution. ... Liberalism is the belief that people should have a lot of political and 
individual freedom. 

Liberalism aims to disperse power, to foster diversity and to nurture creativity. 
They can further be divided based on their adherence to social liberalism or classical 
liberalism, although all liberal parties and individuals share basic similarities, including 
the support for civil rights and democratic institutions. Liberalism and the Nature of 
Civil Society The first core assumption of liberal theory is that the fundamental actors 
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in politics are members of domestic society, understood as individuals and privately- 
eonstituted groups seeking to promote their independent interests. 

9 

Democracy 

la: government by the peoplee^pcc/aZ/y : rule of the majority 

b: a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised 
by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving 
periodicallv held free elections 

2: a political unit that has a democratic government 

^capitalized : the prineiples and polieies of the Demoeratie party in the U.S.from 
emancipation Republicanism to New Deal Democracy — C. M. Roberts 

4: the common people especiallv when constituting the source of political authoritv 

5: the absence of hereditarv or arbitrarv class distinctions or privileges 

10 

Autocracy 

1: the authoritv or rule of an autoerat 

2: government in which one person possesses unlimited power 

3: a community or state governed by autocracy 

11 

Dictatorshi 

P 

1: the office of dictator 

2: autocratic rule, control, or leadership people suffering under his dictatorship 

3a: a form of government in which absolute power is concentrated in a dietator or a 
small clique Communism and dictatorship 

b: a government organization or group in which absolute power is so concentrated 
rising up against a military dictatorship 
c: a despotie state 

12 

Aristocracy 

1: government by the best individuals or by a small privileged elass 

2a: a government in which power is vested (see VEST ENTRY 2 SENSE lA) in a 
minority consisting of those believed to be best qualified 
b: a state with sueh a government 

3: a governing bodv or upper class usuallv made up of a hereditarv nobilitv a 
member of the British aristocracy 

4: a class or group of people believed to be superior (as in rank, wealth, or 
intellectjan intelleetual aristocracy. 

13 

Individualis 

lad): a doctrine that the interests of the individual are or ought to be ethicallv 
paramount also : conduct guided by such a doctrine 
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m 

(2): the conception that all values, rights, and duties originate in individuals 
b: a theory maintaining the political and economic independence of the individual 
and stressing individual initiative, action, and interests also : conduct or practice 
guided by such a theory 

2a: INDIVIDUALITY 

b: an individual peculiarity : IDIOSYNCRASY. 

14 

Collectivism 

1: a political or economic theorv advocating collective control especiallv over 
production and distribution also : a system marked by such control 

2: emphasis on collective rather than individual action or identity. 

15 

Capitalism 

an economic svstem characterized bv private or corporate ownership of capital 
goods, by investments that are determined by private decision, and by prices, 
production, and the distribution of goods that are determined mainly by competition 
in a free market. 

16 

Socialism 

1: any of various economic and political theories advocating collective or 
governmental ownership and administration of the means of production and 
distribution of goods 

2a: a system of society or group living in which there is no private property 

b: a system or condition of society in which the means of production are owned and 

controlled by the state 

3: a stage of society in Marxist theory transitional 

between capitalism and communism and distinguished bv unequal distribution of 
goods and pay according to work done. 

17 

Communism 

la: a svstem in which goods are owned in common and are available to all as needed 
b: a theory advocating elimination of private property 



Icapitalized 

a: a doctrine based on revolutionary Marxian socialism and Marxism-Leninism that 
was the official ideology of the U.S.S.R. 

b: a totalitarian svstem of government in which a single authoritarian party controls 
state-owned means of production 

c: a final stage of society in Marxist theory in which the state has withered away and 
economic goods are distributed equitably 
d: communist systems collectively. 
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Evolutionary 

The theory which explains and is now accepted as a convincing origin of the state, is 
the Historical or Evolutionary theory. It explains the state is the product of growth, a 
slow and steady evolution extending over a long period of time and ultimately shaping 


theory of 

itself into the complex structure of a modern state. 


State: 



French 


Revolution? 


The French Revolution was a period of time in France when the people overthrew the 
monarchy and took control of the government. Before the French Revolution, the 
people of France were divided into social groups called "Estates." The First Estate 
included the clergy (church leaders), the Second Estate included the nobles, and the 
Third Estate included the commoners. Most of the people were members of the Third 
Estate. The Third Estate paid most of the taxes, while the nobility lived lives of luxury 
and got all the high-ranking jobs. 

Revolutionary Government 


The French Government was in constant turmoil throughout the revolution. At the start 
of the revolution, representatives from the Third Estate established the National 
Assembly where they demanded that King Louis XVI give them certain rights. This 
group soon took control of the country. They changed names over time to the 
Legislative Assembly and, later, to the National Convention. After the Reign of Terror, 
a new government was formed called the Directory. The Directory ruled until 
Napoleon took control. 


Reign 


Terror 


The darkest period of the Erench Revolution is called the Reign of Terror which lasted 
from 1793 to 1794. During this time, a man named Robespierre led the National 
Convention and the Committee of Public Safety. He wanted to stamp out any 
opposition to the revolution, so he called for a rule of "Terror." Laws were passed that 
said anyone suspected of treason could be arrested and executed by guillotine. 
Thousands of people were executed including Queen Marie Antoinette and many of 
Robespierre's political rivals. 


Political 


Clubs 


Many of the new political ideas and alliances of the French Revolution were formed in 
political clubs. These clubs included the powerful Jacobin Club (led by Robespierre), 
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the Cordeliers, the Feuillants Club, and the Pantheon Club. 

Outcome 

The French Revolution completely changed the social and political structure of France. 
It put an end to the French monarchy, feudalism, and took political power from the 
Catholic church. It brought new ideas to Europe including liberty and freedom for the 
commoner as well as the abolishment of slavery and the rights of women. Although the 
revolution ended with the rise of Napoleon, the ideas and reforms did not die. These 
new ideas continued to influence Europe and helped to shape many of Europe's 
modern-day governments. 

20 

Renaissance 

Icapitalized 

a: the transitional movement in Europe between medieval and modern times 
beginning in the 14th century in Italy, lasting into the 17th century, and marked by a 
humanistic revival of classical influence expressed in a flowering of the arts and 
literature and by the beginnings of modern science 
b: the period of the Renaissance 

c: the neoclassical style of architecture prevailing during the Renaissance 

loften capitalized : a movement or period of vigorous artistic and intellectual 

activity 

3: REBIRTH, REVIVAL 

21 

Utilitarianism 

Utilitarianism is a theory of morality, which advocates actions that foster happiness or 
pleasure and opposes actions that cause unhappiness or harm. When directed toward 
making social, economic, or political decisions, a utilitarian philosophy would aim for 
the betterment of society as a whole. 

A world in which this thing exists, or is possessed, or is experienced, is better than a 
world without it (all other things being equal). Intrinsic value contrasts with 
instrumental value. Something has instrumental value when it is a means to some end. 
Utilitarianism requires that one commit unjust actions in certain situations, and 
because of this it is fundamentally flawed. Some things ought never to be done, 
regardless of the positive consequences that may ensue. Utilitarian moral reasoning is 
prevalent in our political and moral dialogue 

22 

Orientalism 

"Orientalism” is a way of seeing that imagines, emphasizes, exaggerates and distorts 
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differences of Asian ,Eastern and Arab peoples and cultures as compared to that of 
Europe and the U.S. It often involves seeing Arab culture as exotic, backward, 
uncivilized, and at times dangerous. 

After Edward Said's book, the term Orientalism came to mean a specific patronizing 
Western European (and American) attitude towards Middle Eastern, Asian, and North 
African societies, thus having a negative connotation. ... However, in his 
work, Edward Said states that the orient is a constructed concept 

Orientalism. Orientalism has probably never been seen as an ideology by most 
scholars. But since E. Said (Orientalism, 1979) defined it as a system of thought 
dominating the Western perception of the East, the ideological character 
of Orientalism is becoming increasingly clear. 

So, Orientalism is still with us, a part of the West's political unconscious. It can be 
expressed in a variety of ways: sometimes as an explicit bias, sometimes as a subtle 
inflection, like the tone color in a piece of music; sometimes erupting in the heat of 
argument, like the revenge of the repressed. 

21 

Occidentalism 

Occidentalism refers to and identifies representations of the Western world (the 
Occident) in two ways: (i) as dehumanizing stereotypes of the Western world, (broadly 
defined as consisting of Europe, North America, Australia, New Zealand); and (ii) as 
ideological representations of the West, as applied in the works: .. 

Orientalism and occidentalism are sustained intellectual projects organized by 
historians, policy experts, Christian theologians, and humanist and social science 
scholars which study and appraise the “Orient” and its “Eastern” arts, sciences, 
histories, faiths, cultures, peoples, and nations in contrast to the “West. 

Occidentalism is the stereotyping of Western culture by non-Westerners. It is how 
people from the East perceive the culture and characteristics of people in the 
West. Example: Many in the Eastern Hemisphere equate imperialism and colonialism 
with Occidentalism. 

23 

Unitary state 

in a unitary state, the central government commonly delegates authority to 
subnational units and channels policy decisions down to them for implementation. A 
majority of nation-states are unitary systems. ... Ultimately, all local governments in 
a unitary state are subject to a central authority. 
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24 

Federalism 

Federalism is a mixed or compound mode of government that combines a general 
government (the central or "federal" government) with regional governments 
(provincial, state, cantonal, territorial or other sub-unit governments) in a single 
political system. 

25 

Parliamentary 

system. 

Parliamentary system, democratic form of government in which the party (or a 
coalition of parties) with the greatest representation in 

the parliament (legislature) forms the government, its leader becoming prime 
minister or chancellor. 

26 

Presidential 

system. 

A presidential system is a democratic and republican government in which a head 
of government leads an executive branch that is separate from the legislative branch. 
Heads of state of parliamentary republics, largely ceremonial in most cases, are 
called presidents. 

27 

Theocracy 

1: government of a state by immediate divine guidance or by officials who are 
regarded as divinely guided 

2: a state governed by a theocracy. 

28 

Religious 

State. 

Distinguished from other, secular forms of government that has a state religion, or are 
influenced by theological or moral concepts, and monarchies held "By the Grace of 
God". 

29 

Totalitarian 

ism 

1: centralized control by an autocratic authority 

2: the political concept that the citizen should be totallv subject to an absolute state 
authority. 

30 

Oligarchy 

1: government by the few The corporation is ruled by oligarchy. 

2: a government in which a small group exercises control especially for corrupt and 
selfish purposes a military oligarchy was established in the country also : a group 
exercising such control An oligarchy ruled the nation. 

3: an organization under oligarchic control That countrv is an oligarchy. 

31 

Kingship/ 

1: the position, office, or dignity of a king 

2: the personality of a king 

3: government by a king 

1: undivided rule or absolute sovereigntv by a single person Saudi Arabia is 
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Monarchy. 

governed by a monarchy. 

2: a nation or state having a monarchical government Britain is a monarchy. 

3: a government having a hereditary chief of state with life tenure and powers 
varying from nominal to absolute The country's hereditary monarchy survived for 
centuries. 
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